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© plain, as this Diſcourſe is, I am apt | 
Y. ſometimes to perſuade myſelf, that it 
vill meet with a E Reception, fince 1 
5 44 Þ 
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DEDICATION. 
it is ſent abroad, at the Command of ſo many | 
wort hy Gentlemen. V 
Had it gone no further, than the Pulpit, i 
its Imperfections could have been charg d 
upon no one, but the Aut bor; but ſince it is 
made public, by your Authority, it begs | 
leave to ſhelter itſelf under your Patronage ; 
praying wit hall, that, of whatever Cenſure 
the unmerciful World may be pleas'd to be- | 
ſtow upon it, you would be content to take a | 
bare; and not let the whole fall entirely and 


ſolely upon, 


Your moſt Humble, and ; 


maſt Obedient Servant, 


7. Potter, 
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ROM. XL 19. 
Pearl) Beloved, avenge not your ſelves; but rather 


geance is mine, I will repay, faith the Lord, 


CCORDING to our different Apprehen- 
ſion of Things, our Minds are mov'd with 


jeQ is preſented, as importing neither Good, 
nor Evil, then indeed we are no further concern'd, 


lides thro? the Imagination, and ſcarce leaves an im- 
preſſion - behind. But, when a Thing appears, as 
ether Good, or Evil, preſently the Soul is affected with 
ſuitable Paſſions ; either a deſire to embrace, and en- 
vy it; or an Averſion to keep off from, and avoid, it. 
That, which ſeems good and conducive to our Happi- 
leſs, excites, in us, Love, Deſire, and Joy : What is 
bokd upon as Evil and Pernicious, raiſes Hatred, 


Turn intended, is apt to ſtir up Anger: The Reflecti- 
01 upon an Injury actually done us, informs the Mind 
"1th the Spirit of Revenge, and ſtrongly inclines us to 
ave a Return. 5 
The Truth is, Man, tho' made in the Image of God, 
b jet of a middle Nature between Angels and Beaſts. 
n reſpe& of his Rational Faculties, he is ally d to 
ite Former : But, conſidering him with regard to his 
fallons, he is as nearly related to the Larter, 7 
5 Hence 


give place unto W rath : For it is written, Ven- 


different Inclinations'; only, when an Ob- 


than to take a tranſient Notice of it: It ſmoothly 


Averſion, and Sadneſs: The apprehenſion of an ill 


F 


(2) 

Hence, perhaps, the Poet fancied, that Prometheus in 
making Man, borrow'd Fire from Heaven to give hin} 
Life and Soul; and furniſh'd out the Material part 
with Ingredients and Affections, taken from other 
Creatures; particularly that he plac'd the Heat, 
and Fury of a Lyor in his Breaſt. 

And indeed, there is ſomething af Reality, as wel“ 
as Fancy in this: For, in moſt Men, Paſſion is gene- nl 
rally too hard for Reaſon. Reſentment is conceiy's 
upon every triſfling occaſion, and Anger breaks out 
upon any, even the moſt idle Pretence. O that we 
had of his Fleſh! We cannot be ſatisfied, ſaid they, in 
Job, (Chap. xxxi. Ver. 31.) as if nothing would pa”. 
cify the Wrath of the Furious; nothing make auf 405 
Atonement, but humane Blood and Sacrifice. a 

To govern this Paſſion of om and reduce it ti 15 x 
rde Ulle, and Service, it was intended for, is the Delignſ® © 
both of Moral and Chriſtian Philoſophy. Wiſe Men 0 
in all Ages, have done ſomething towards it. Some Yr 
of the Heathen Moraliſts, by the very ſtrength of N. 
- tural Reaſon, have ſhewn the Inhumanity and Un- 
lawfulneſs of private Revenge, , and drawn Argu- 
ments againſt it, from the great Miſchiefs and Incory 
veniences, it brings upon Men, both in their private 
and public Capacities. 5 

if it be 1 ty that They had unſettFd Notions it ag 2 
this matter; that the ſame Authors ſometimes con ly Pe 
tradicted themſelves; Now recommending Revenge! 1 | 
as Brave and Manly, and Then diſuading from it, 2 on 
Bruitiſh and Irrational. ——— It may be obſer yd Jade 
that, as Revenge, in a limitted Senſe, is taken for f his. 
Virtue, and without bounds, for a Lawleſs Violence wo 
- (which, undoubtedly, is a Vice) fo thoſe Philoſophers pol 

in allowing, of it, refer to the Former; and in pro Ane 
biting of it, to the Latter. oy " T3 
But, if the Voice of Nature did really contradl 
itſelf, That of Revelation has 2a D/viſsons, but 10 
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C40 
and repeats, the ſame Thing. Both the Law, and the 

Goſpel prohibit the Retaliation of Injuries, and re- 
quire Mutual Forbearance and Forgiveneſs. 

'Tis true; the Jews were allow'd to require Breach 

fr Breach, Eye for Eye, and Tooth for Tooth, Lev. xxiv- 

10, Not that the injur'd Party was to be an Arbi- 

trator in his own Caſe: He was to proceed in a Ju- 

cal Way, and his Cauſe to be heard and deter- 
und by the Judges, who were to make diligent In- 

; W:46t107, (Deut. xix. 18.) and, without partial Fond- 

ie, or blind Pity, to N againſt the Offender, 


* and Execute the Law of Retaliation upon him, v. 21. 
„u othat, this Law, tho? perverted, and miſ-appli'd, 
1 „the Jews, was never intended, in its firſt Inſti- 


ation, to promote, or encourage, private Revenge. 

Nay, even that Law, which permitted the Re- 
770 of Blood to purſue, and kill the Perſon, who 
had the Misfortune of Slaying his Neighbour by meer 
chance, (provided the Purſuer over-took him, be- 
bre he reach'd any City. of Refuge) was never intend- 
d to be an univerſal Rule to all the World beſides : 
t was only a Temporary Indulgence, ſuited to the 
articular "Temper and Condition of that People; 
nd, as the Learned, Grotius obſerves, Majoris Mali 
itandi cauſa, for: the prevention of greater Miſchiefs: 
among them. The ancient, moral, Law was -Thon 
alt not hate thy, Brother in thy Heart. Thou ſhalt 
pot avenge, nor bear any Gruage againſt the Children of 


al 5 People ; but thou, ſhalt love thy Neighbour, as thy 
K. 1 h Levit. xix. 17. And, leſt that perverſe People 
ry (201d have Miſunderſtood their Propher, and per- 


laded themſelves, that he only ſpake the Language 
tf his own mee Temper, 'tis added am the Lord; 
| |. the ſupreme Lord and Judge of the World have 

ſpoken it.“ | 
And, in another Place, God claims the Executi- 
a Ot. Vengeance, and the Diſtribution of Rewards, 
| | as 


C4 


as His Prerogative and Office. So, (Deut. xXxxii. 35.) 


To me belongeth Vengeance and  Recompence. Ty 
which Paſſages St. Paul ſeems to refer in theſe Words, 


when, with an affectionate Compellation, He di. 
ſnades from the Buſineſs: of Perſonal Revenge, and 
would have us wait Gods leiſure for Reparation, 
whoſe Prerogative it is, either by his own immedi. 
ate Providence, or by his Vicegerents, Authoriz d by 
himſelf, to inflict Puniſhment upon the Wrong: doer. 
Dearly beloved, avenge not yourſelves, &c. 

This, to them, who are haſty of Spirit, is a ſhreud 
Denial. The Proſpect of Juſtice, at ſuch a tedions 
diſtance, yields no Satisfaction. Beſides, ** to be alto- 
« gether Paſſive in the mean while (they think) is 
« Baſe and Diſhonourable; an Argument of a baſe 
e and timorous Mind; an effectual Way to expoſe 
« them to the Scorn of Friends, and an encourage 
4 ment. to Enemies to requite ſuch Tameneſs with 
« freſh Aﬀronts. And Leſtly, they are apt to fancy, 
ce that fo long as they abſtain from the ſweet Plez- 
ce ſure of returning Evil for Evil, they deprive them 
&« ſelves of the common benefit of diſtributive Ju 
« ſtice; of which (according to theſe Mens Ethick; 
< every private Perſon may be the Adminiſtrator.” 
I ſhall endeavour therefore, after I have 


1. Stated the Notion of Revenge- 


II. To conſider the unreaſonableneſs of it, as | 
is inflicted by private Hands; notwithſtanding 


theſe Specious, and Popular Pretences. And they 


in. To ſnew the unlawfulneſs of it, as it is an I 
vaſion of Gods Authority, and an Uſurpatil 
of the Magiſtrates Office. But, 


IV. Sind 


IV 
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it, as I 
ſtanding 
\nd then 


is an ll 
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IV. Sind 


(5) 


IV. Since it cannot be ſuppos'd that the Goſpel o- 
bliges us to be entirely Paſſive, under all ſorts 
of Infults, Abuſes, or Oppreſſions; it will be 
requiſite to ſhew, in what Caſes, and in what 
Manner, the injur'd : Perſon may endeavour to 
obtain Reparation, without being concern'd in 
the Sin of Revenge. a 


1. The Word Revenge (as has been intimated al- - 
ready) may be taken in an Ambiguous Senſe. If we 


| conſider it, barely, as an Affection of the Mind, we are 


aot to look upoa it, as in itſelf evil, becauſe, nodoubt, 
it was implanted there, as all other Paſſions are, by 
our Wiſe Creator, for Noble and Uſeful Purpoſes. 
And, as Anger naturally exites us to Guard ourſelves 
acainſt an approaching evil, ſo Revenge, as naturally 
gives us a deſire of obtaining Satisfaction for ſome | 
evil, actually come, or at the leaſt conceiv'd to be 
come, upon us. The firſt Motions of both ſeem to 
be neceſſary and unavoidable, and are not to be pre- 
vented by the Authority of the Will. But then, they 
may, and ought to be regulated, in their Sallies, by a 
ſuperiour Principle; and due Care ſhould be taken 
that they Aim no further than at the great end of 
our Being, viz. Self-preſervation. And indeed, 
when that cannot be ſecur'd, but by Acts of Vio- 
tence, and doing Miſchief to others (provided theſe 
Acts be guided by the Rules of Juſtice, and, where 
is room for it, by Mercy) ſo far thoſe Paſſions may 
be preſum'd to be good and innocent: But, when 
they unneceſſarily paſs theſe bounds, they commence 
unreaſonable and vicious. . - 

Thus, with regard to the former Caſe, tho' a 
Good Man will prevail with himſelf to take no No- 


tice of ſome Injugies; yet, in extreme Danger, 


he may warrantably repel Force by Force; we, of 43 


(6) 


he has no other Way of eſcaping, ſave himſelf, even 
by the Ruin and Deſtruction of his Enemy. With | 


reference to the latter, when a Man breaths ont 
Threatnings and Slaughter, without neceſſity ; when 


he is ſo far from endeavouring to Curb, and Reſtrain 


his Fury, that he rather throws up the Reins, and 
ſpurs it forward, and forces the Beaſt to run away 
with the Man; Further, when he has chas'd, and 
driven his Enemy beyond all poſſibility of doing more 
Miſchief; yet, not content with his own Security, 
puſhes on ſtill, and vows his Deſtruction.— Here, 
he no longer Acts upon the Principle of Self. defence, 
but upon that of deep Malice and Barbarity. 50 


that, as Self-preſervation never cauſes Pain or Di— 


ſturbance to others, but in Caſes of undoubted ne- 
ceſſity; Revenge, taken in an ill Senſe, and according 
to the uſual Acceptation of the Word renders evil 
for evil, purely to ſatiate its own Hungry Malice, 
ſtudys and contrives Miſchief not for the natural end 
of Puniſhment, but upon the abſtracted view of alle- 
viating its own Grief, in the contemplation of ano- 
thers Sufferings. | 3 
Frankly to acknowledge ſo much, would raiſe Hor- 
ror and Abhorrence in all ſober Minds. Arts therefore 
areus'd to ſet it off with Addreſs: Falſe Colours laid 
on to diſguiſe its Rancor. And, | 
2, As in the greateſt Madneſs, there may be 
ſome ſmall Reſemblance of Reaſon ; ſo in the proſe- 


cution of Revenge, there are not wanting Pretent!- 
ons to ſome of the moſt Heroic and Commendable 


o 


Virtues. - Thus, LEI 
1. A nice Reſentment, even, of the leaſt Indig- 
nity, argues, with ſome, a brave and generous Mind: 
and, to let it paſs unreveng'd, is inconſiſtent with 
the Modern notion of Honour. Now 
(I) elt muſt be confeſs'd indeed, that, fince God 


has implanted, in humane Nature, a love of 2 
or 


(7) 


for great and noble Ends, it is almoſt as natural for 
Man to deſire Honour, as Immortality. But then, it 
muſt be granted withall, that, as Men differ in their 


Notions of this deſired Object, ſo they take as diffe- 
| rent Ways to attain it. The Wiſer proceed upon 


the Principles of true Virtue and Honeſty. The 
Giddy. and Injudicious are carried away upon the 
Wings of popular Fame, and think to derive Their 
Glory from ſuch Actions, as are really a Shame, and 
a Reproach to humane Nature. Hg 
(2. ) To ſettle this Point then, it muſt be remem- 
bred, that, as God is the Original, ſo likewiſe the 
Pattern of Honour. He therefore that comes up 
neareſt in his Reſemblance of God, has the faireſt 
pretenſion to Honour. He is ſach an one, as God 
has declar'd worthy of Honour from Himſelf (1 Sam. 
ii. 30.) and therefore one, that deſerves to be high- 
ly eſteem'd of Men. ” 5 

duch, more eſpecially, is he, who, in conformity to 
the Divine Patience, ſuffers long, and is Kind; who, 
not only abſtains from Revenge, but requites ill turns 
with Acts of Beneficence. In this, he imitates his 
Heavenly Father, who cauſes his Sun to ſhine, and his 
Rain to fall, on them, that provoke him every Day, He 
reſembles him in his moſt beloved Attribute, that, 


{which God himſelf ſeems to be beſt pleas'd with; and 


that, for the ſake of which, we are moſt ſtrongly in- 
dvc'd to Reverence, and Adore God. A Man then 
of ſuch an Excellent Spirit has Merit enough to recom- 
mend him to our Eſteem. Nay, as he is in favour 
with God, he may Challenge a double portion of Ho- 
nur from Men. 

(3.) What a Wild, what a Phantaſtic Notion then 
bare they of Honour, who place it upon the poiĩat of 


the Sword; who think, that it conſiſts in a quick re- 


ſentment, and in knowing the preciſe Time, when 
lis fit to riſe, and commit Murder ? 1 
VVV 


SO IE 

If this be taken for the Standard of Bravery, it is 
ſuch, as is profeſſedly ſet up, and allow'd of, by no 
other Kingdom, but that of Darkneſs. From thence 
it took its Authoriry, and thither the Laws both of 
God, and Good Men ſend it again. For he, that 
commits Murder (altho' to repair his ſuppos'd Ho- 
nour, yet, if he has Juſtice done him) is treated hy 
every Wiſe Government, with all the marks of In- 
 famy ; and is turn'd out of this World, perhaps, in- 
to a Worſe, where he is to reap the Fruit of his 
Wickedneſs, in everlaſting Contempt and Miſery. 
. Wherefore, if Revenge, as it terminates in Slaugh- 

ter, be out-law'd, by-God and Man, then, I hope, 
its pretentions to Honour may very fairly be laid a- 
fide; and the Wiſe-Man's Maxim ſtand as an ever- 
laſting Truth, viz. It is the Glory of a Man to paſi 
over a Tranſgreſſion, Prov. xix.— 11. 1 
2. And, as idle a Notion. have they of Courage, 
who found the practice of Revenge upon it. True 
Courage, as well as other Virtues, muſt be under the 
Conduct of Prudence. This fortifies the Mind with 
ſuch a ſteady Reſolution, as it is not to be ſhaken 
with every Aſlault. It raiſes the Man above unne- 
ceſlary Reſentments, and keeps him from being eaſ- 
ly Provo d. Beſides, be the Affront what it will, he 
that is govern'd by Reaſon, is not tranſported beyond 
a Senſe of his Danger, nor engages in an Enterprize, 
that is inconſiſtent with Religion and Conſcience. 

How then can he be calld a Man of Courage, 
who is diſturb'd at every Triſfle; who ſtarts at 
the leaſt appearance of Danger, and lets his Happt- 
_ neſs depend upon the uncertain Temper and Behar 
our of others; who falls on his Enemy, without one 
ſober Thought, and either drives Headlong upon his 
owa Deſtruction, or does that in a blind Rage, which 
may, or, at leaſt, ought to trouble his Conſcience, 
ever after? e ER . 
4 | Certaiol), 


3 
Certainly, Peviſhneſs and Precipitancy are fo far 
| from being an Argument of a great and Heroic Mind, 
that they are an Indication of a Weak and Effemi- 
f nate Soul. And he, that is driven away by his Paſ- 
ſons, and engages boldly in an ill Action, has juſt 
G as much Bravery, as there is ina Whirlwind. In 
mort, Noiſe and Diſtraction make up his Character; 
And his pretenſions to Conrage, as well as to Honour, 
may reaſonably be thrown up. So 1 
3. Nor is there any Credit to be given to the next 
Plea, viz. That a forgiving Temper draws the Con- 
tempt of Friends, and invites further Abuſes from 
Enemies. For, let two Things be conſider d, 
(I.) That upon whatever ground Friendſhip is 
founded, it is never to be ſupported, but by a mutual 
obſervance of ſtri& Virtue and Honeſty. Good Na- 
ture indeed will work off all unreaſonable Obſtinacy, 
and incline a Man to conform with the innocent Hu- 
mour of his Friend. But, all this while, Religion, 
and true Honour, will take care, that the One does 
not deſire, nor the Other comply with, what is Un- 
lawful and Wicked. He therefore, that derides his 
Friend, for acting more agreeably to the Dictates of 
his own Conſcience, than to the Rules of falſe Honour, 
Elves Cauſe enough for diſſolving the Correſpondence. 
ay, in the very Fact, he ceaſes to be a Friend, and 


ie; deſerves to be renounc'd for the Affront. And, 

(2.) So far from inviting more Injuries, is ſuch a 
ge, meek, and gentle Behaviour, that it is the ſuorteſt way 
at to aſſuage the Malice, and give a check to the miſ- 


chievous Deſigns of ill Men. 


If you ſtand aſide, and give place unto Mrath, you 
not only avoid its Force, but let your Enemy perceive, 
Be has no one to contend with. Vou remove, from 
him, the Occaſions of Anger, and leave him to quar- 
rel with Himſelf, or, if he pleaſe, with his own Sha- 
dow. At length, in rhe cool of the Day; when the 

| „ Clouds 


only to enflame Men's Minds, to immortalize Quar- 


(10) 
Clouds are blown over, and his Paſſions allay'd, he 
might begin to have a clearer Proſpect of Things, 
and a better Underſtanding of himſelf. What, in 
the Storm, ſwelld, and lookt like Honour, Courage, 
or Equity; Now, in the Calm, appears to be Li- 
ſtraction, Impotence, or Cruelty. In ſhort, the Man 
has leiſure enough to reflect upon his Folly, and as 
good Cauſe to Repent, that He has diſquieted hin- 
5 in vain. But further. | 
When, to your Forbearance, you add the more | 
Heavenly Virtue of doing Good for Evil; when you 
not only abſtain from Acts of Hoſtility, but ſtudy all 
Opportunities, and endeavour, by the utmoſt Kind- 
neſs, and Civility, to oblige him — This, one would 
think, ſhould not fail of working upon his Ingenuity, 
and ſtriking his Heart with a deep Remorſe. You hes 
Coals of Fire on bis Head, which melt down his hard | 
and ſtubborn Temper, into Tenderneſs and Love, 
Purge off his Soure Humour, like Droſs, and refine the 
Brute into a Man, perhaps a Friend, at leaſt a Socia- 
ble Creature. For, we may preſume, there are but 
Few, ſo very Unreaſonable and Wicked, as to load a 
Man with freſh Injuries, only for taking no notice of 
the laſt : And Fewer yet, ſo Inhumane, as to requite 
| Love and good Nature, with Hatred and Revenge. 
If therefore a meek and quiet Spirit be, in its Na- 
ture, ſo apt to extinguiſh Enmity 3 If the Divine 
Grace, repaying Injuries with Kindneſs, be ſo power- 
ful, as to charm the moſt implacable Spirit, and to 
conquer even Malice itſelf ——-Then a fiery Re- 
ſentment, and a ſpiteful Retaliation of Injuries, mull 
work the contrary Effects. Like Coals to burning Coali, 
and Mood to Fire (Prov. xxvi. 21.) They can ſerve 


rels, and deſtroy the Peace of Societies. And thus It | 
is in faſt. —— One ill Turn makes way for a great- 
"rex :- A ſnarp Tongue cuts of the Sacred Bonds of Cha- 

5 : i 9 3 | 8 2 | 5 rit)) 


em) 


e ny and opens a Paſſage for all manner of Barbarity. 
* A {mall Provocation is repay'd with a real Injury; 
a and this again is repelbd with Fury and Out-rage. 
oY 


And unleſs one of the contending Parties has more 
Wiſdom, than the other, the Strife will be ſpun out 
Commenſurate to the Thread of Life; and nothing 
but Death will ſhut up the diſtracted Scene, and con- 
clude the Tragedy. 5 
Wherefore, the Expedient of revenging one Injury, 
in order to prevent another, is Abſurd. The contra- 
ry Deportment is generally more Succeſsful, being 
better fitted for that End, and ſeldom diſappointed of 
its Aim. Once more, : 
4 Revenge is often recommended under the ſpeci- 
ous Pretence of Juſtice. 


10 = To ſay, That Juſtice muſt be obſery'd, and the 
: Inurious puniſh'd (otherwiſe, good Men would be 
oh continually expos'd to Violence) are very popular 


Politions 3 ſuch, as will be ſure to meet with an Ex- 
tempore Approbation. But then, 


M lf every one were to judge for Him-ſelf, and re- 
10 (res his own Grievances, there would be but little 


haltice, and leſs Mercy. Pride, Ill Nature, and Co- 
reteouſneſs, are ſtrange Qualities ; apt to be Fond of 


* tiemſelves, and Cruel to their oppolite Virtnes. 
bh Where Prejudice holds the Ballance, it muſt be with 


an uneven Hand: There Mallice and Hatred are too 
ponderous for Truth and Honeſty z and as for Inno- 
cence—that muſt weigh lighter than Vanity itſelf, 
The Caſe, in ſhort, is, moſt People are apt to have a 
good Opinion of Themſelves; and an indifferent one 
of their Neighbours. They have a quick and full 


dar- e of their own ſlender Merits, but can hardly diſ- 
wb ern the flammg Perfections of others. Such a ſelfiſh 
5 2 emper makes no allowance, for meer Accidents and 
ol irors; but aggravates a ſmall Fault into the higheſt 


ume. Heace, the greateſt Puniſhment will ſcarce 
| make 


4 


make an Atonement. The Wild Fire flames out in 
Rage and Fury, and is unquenchable by any thing 
perhaps, but the Blood of the Offender. '< 
_. Beſides, as private Perſons are unfit to be intruſted 
with, ſo, by an expreſs Prohibition, they are preclud- 
ed from, ſuch Power: The Divine Wiſdom having | 
reſer vd, to Irfelf, the Adminiſtration of. Juſtice, 
Vengeance is mine, I will repay, ſaith the Lord. 


III. As God is the Creator, ſo likewiſe the Supreme 
Judge, of the World. Accordingly, He does often- 
times, In a perceptible manner, interpoſe in Human 
Affairs; Rewarding good Men with Acts of Favour 
and Goodneſs; and making bad Men the viſible Mo- 
numents of His Wrath and Vengeance. 
But ordinarily, Juſtice is Adminiſtred by the Magi. 
ſtrate. For, as God is the Original of all Power and 
Dominion; ſo part of Theſe He has communicated 
to Kings and Princes, who are the chief Inſtruments 
of His Providence: And to other Perſons, as, in His 
Wiſdom, He fees fit, for the due Regulation, and 
good Order of the World. Hence therefore, Rulers 
and Judges are, in Scripture, Honoured with the Titk 
of Gods, and ſaid to be Children of the moſt High (Pſa, 
82. 6.) God has Inveſted them with part of his on 
Prerogative, and given them a Power to diſtribute 
Rewards, and inflict Puniſhments, even Death itſe 
where the Crime is adjudg'd to be Capital. Hence 
gain it is aid, (Prov. viii. 15, 16.) By Me Kings Reg 
and Princes decree Juſtice. By me Princes Rule, an 
 Nebles, even all the Judges of the Earth. And agull 
we are told, that the Magiſtrate is Gods Muni 
fem by Him, for the Puniſhment of evil-doers, and] 
che Praiſe of them that do well, ( 1 Pet. ii. 14.) 40 
that He beareth not the Sword in vain, but is an aut 
er, appointed by God, to execute Wrath on him, in 
e ooo F 
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Not that any one, inveſted with this Power, has 
reaſon to think, that, by Virtue thereof, he may 
diſcharge his Office in a Rage play the Tyrant at eve- 
ry turn, and inflict Puniſhment with Inſolence. Such 
1 behaviour, as it proceeds from an unbenevolent 
Temper, is ſurely attended with Diſcredit. For (not 
to mention the Unlawfulneſs of it) it Sullies the Robe 
of Honour, caſts a dimneſs upon the Diadem, and 
ſnks the Magiſtrate into a meer Manager, and plainly 
declares, that he is doing Juſtice with a Vengeance. 

Wherefore, duly conſidering Whoſe Miniſter he is, 


ws he reſembles God, and not Man. Free from all ſelfiſh 
* and narrow Views, he patiently hears, and ſearches 


out the Cauſe, that he knew not. And as he gives his 
Determination, without reſpect of Perſons, or In- 
tereſt; ſo he paſſes Sentence, without Anger, or 
Hatred; and cannot Condemn, even, the greateſt 
Criminal,” but with Pity and Compaſſion. 8 

But to proceed; Since there are ſome Crimes, 
which, for want of Evidence, cannot but eſcape the 
Magiſtrates Animadverſion ; and, for good Reaſons, 
beſt known to the Wiſdom of God, paſs off, without 
any apparent Marks of His Diſpleaſure We may 


00 conclude therefore, that ſuch are reſerv'd for a future 
iu badement, when they will be fully diſcover'd to a 
110 Whole World of Men and Angels, to the everlaſting 
6 Reproach and Confuſion of the guilty Wretches, con-. 
rc ern'd in them. Tn 

. * And now, if any private Man ſhall preſume to go 
za entrary to theſe ſettl'd Methods, intermeddle in tte 
"nit eat Buſineſs of Revenge, and require ſuch Satisfa- 
o as his own Paſſion ſhall ſuggeſt——He do scer- 

) And alnly aſſume a Power, that «do's not belong to him, 


icroach upon God's Prerogative, and joſtle the met 
5p out of his Judgment Seat: An Inſolence, 
hich ſomewhar reſembles Thar of the fall'n Angels; 
ad, if unrepented of, will draw after it Their Pun- 

| iſnment 


| 
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iſhment too. For God has ſolemnly declar'd, that He 
is very Jealous for his Holy Name, and his Honour 
(Ezek. xxix.—25.) And we have his Veracity for it 
that he will not give his Glory to another, Iſa, 42. 8. 
Again, as the Revengeful Perſon becomes injuri- 
ons to the Majeſty of God, ſo likewiſe to the Autho- 
rity of the Magiſtrate. He commits an Outrage up- 
on the Laws, by which Government is ſupported: 
and, by his raſh, or unskilful Management of the | 
Sword, cuts off the Sinews, and Ligaments, by which | 
Society is held together... . 
So impious, and intolerable a Practice is Perſonal 
Revenge. 1 WEE” 


IV. If therefore Juſtice mzſ# be done, and Neceſſity | 
requires Reparation; the Procedure is to be Ma— 
nag'd in ſuch a Method, as God himſelf has appoint- 
ed. That is, either, CT e 

1. In a Judicial Way, or . 

2. By a dependance upon his Providence. 

1. In caſe of conſiderable Violence offer'd, or in- 
tolerable Wrong done us, we may appeal to the Ma- 
giſtrate, for Security againſt the former, and Satisfa- 
Qion for the latter. 

Were there no Laws, to fix and determine Mens 
Rights, no One would have any thing, which te; 

* might juſtly call, and enjoy, as his own. And, were 
there no Authority, to Adminiſter Juſtice, to Vin- 
dicate the Oppreſs'd, and Puniſh the Wrong-doer== 
The World would ſoon be over: run with Violence 
and Rapine. There would be no ſuch thing as Pte. 
perty, but what is guarded by an irreſiſtible Powe! 
One Man indeed might Som, but Another would Fed: 
One might plant Vineyards, and take the Pleaſur 
as well as the Pains, of Dreſſing chem But a ſtrong: 
er, than Himſelf, would lay Claim to the Fruits, ai 
gather the Grajes thereof. So again, - 
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Had not the Laws taken care to bridle Mens 
Mouths, and to tye up their Tongues, from Defam- 
ation and Bitterneſs; the moſt unſpotted Innocence 
would be Sullied by the blackeft Calumnies, and the 
faire Reputation be deflour'd by the Wanton Cruel- 
ty of the Slanderer. Nor would the moſt Sacred Of- 
fice, the Higheſt Eminency, or the moſt Prudent De- 
portment, be a Protection againſt Thoſe bitter Words, 

which, like ſharp Arrows, are ſhot from Envenom'd 
Tongues. 5 | 
But, ſince the Law is made, both for Reſtraining 
and Puniſhing the Lawleſs and Diſobedient; both Na- 
ture and Reaſon direct a Man to be upon his Guard. 
Prudence awakens his Vigttance, and prompts him to 
uſe ſuch Methods, as Religion allows, for his Pre- 
ſervation : And, in caſe of Miſchief, or Damage, 
Actually done him, he is not only permitted, but, 
perhaps, bound, to do himſelf right, by legal Pro- 
cels. Thus, 5 
By reſcuing his Property out of the Hands of the 
Oppreſſor, he is the better enabled to provide for his 
on, and to relieve the Wants of others. And, by 
Vindicating his Good Name, from Falſe, or Foul Aſ- 
perſions, he might promote the Honour of Religion, 
and will be ſure to carry on his ſecular Affairs, 
both with Credit and Succeſs. Beſides, 
Charity itſelf (tho', for the moſt part, ſtrongly 
11Clin'd to forgive, yet) ſometimes requires, that an 
2 AQ of Juſtice be Executed upon an Offender ; that, 
retleting upon the Unſucceſsfulneſs of his Villainy, 


lence 

Pro- de may be brought to Shame and Repentance: At 
oer beat, Others, ready to engage in an ill thing, may 
Reap lake warning by His Example, and, by his Puniſh- 
asu nent, be deterr'd from committing the like Offence. 


But then, it ſhould be remember 'd, that, even a le- 
cl Vindication of injuries might degenerate into the 
dn of Revenge. As when Men fly to Juſtice, upon a- 
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ny ſight Occaſion, or when they proſecute an evil. | 
doer, purely out of Vexation and Malice. 

(1.) When they trouble the Magiſtrate for every 
frivilous Treſpaſs, or Offence. The Weak, the Ti. 
morous, and the Proud, are remarkable for this un- 
happy Temper. They are very jealous of their Rights, 
and ready to expoſtulate about the leaſt, even a ſup- 
pos d Wrong. They Dream of Injuries, and Aﬀronts, 
when no ſuch thing is ſo much as intended. They 
rigidly inſiſt upon every Nicety, and defend the leaſt 
Triffle, with the tendereſt Concern, and the greateſt 
Obſtinacy, imaginable. They can bear with nothing, 
but are Fierce and haſty of Spirit. They will remit 
nothing, but require the utmoſt Satisfaction, their 
Fury ſhall Suggeſt, or the Law will allow. Hence it 
comes to paſs, that the Court is fill'd with ſo many 
needleſs Suits : and, that the Magiſtrate is wearied 
with ſuch Small matters, as are ſcarce worthy the 
Notice of a private Man. Again, | 

(2.) They, more eſpecially, are to be charg'd with 
the Sin of Revenge, who go to Law out of Vexation 
and Malice: Not ſo much to do themſelves Juſtice, a 
to diſcharge the Rancor of an envenom'd Soul : Not 
altogether to preſerve Order in the Publick, but chief. 

ly to put them to Charges, whom they Malign and 
Hate- Hence it is, that Suits are deſignedly drawn 
out into at unreaſonable length; that the honeſt Mans 
Patience is tir'd, his Purſe emptied, and his Cauk 
loſt, perhaps, not ſo much for want of Merit tore 
commend, as of Money to defend it. 
This is 4 Sore, but a common Evil among Mer. 
Now, however the Law may ſeem to favour ſuch u. 
righteous Dealing, ſuch over-bearing Wickednels ; tit 
Goſpel looks upon it, as (it really is) a Manifeſt At 
of injuſtice; not only Oppreſſion, but down rigit 
1 bett and Robbery. = 


A 
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As therefore, nothing but abſolute Neceſſity, or 
vnqueſtionable Charity, will juſtifie an Appeal to the 
Magiſtrate 3 ſo, whoever is forc'd to call ia his Aſſiſt- 
ance, ſhould remember, that all Spite, Bitterneſs, 
Wrath, Anger, with all Malice be put away ; and ſuch 
1; Temper and Deportment kept up, as may fairly e- 
vince, that he has no other End in view, but the Ho- 
nour of Juſtice, his own Defence, the pulick Good, 
or the Chaſtiſement of the Offender, with whom gent- 

ler Methods would not prevail. 

To all which, I might add, that, when he has his 
Adverſary at an Advantage, he ought to treat him 
with Humanity: Not exact the utmoſt, but be con- 
tent (if it lye in his Choice) to accept of leſs Repa- 
ration, than ſtrit Juſtice would allow; in confor- 
mity to the great Pattern of Patince and Goodneſs, 
Who is not extreme to Mark what is done amiſs, but, 
inthe midſt of Judgment, remembers Mercy. 

But then, it muſt be confeſs'd, that the Laws, tho? 
contriv'd with the utmoſt Prudence and Caution, and 
adapted to the general Good of Society, yet may not 
rexch ſome particular Caſes. So far from it, that 
while they Conſult the publick Welfare, they may 
tend to the caſual Detriment of a few Innoceat Per- 
ſons. Beſides, 1 WOW 

The Magiſtrate, though he perſonates the Judge 
ef all the Earth, yet do's not partake of His Onmiſey- 
ence. Whatever His Abilities are, He receives in- 
formation from other Men's Senſes ; and is deter- 
min'd by their Teſtimony ; which, tho' not always 
doubted, may yet ſometimes be falſe. If ſo—then the 
moſt Righteous Judge is not, ia all Caſes, ſecur'd 
againſt the danger of judging unrighteeus Judgment. 
And thus it may come to paſs (tho it is to be hop'd 
it ſeldom do's ſo) that the Stream of Juſtice is turn'd, 
In Matters, both Judicial, and Criminal: That Right 
Is Oppreſs'd, and Innocence Condemn'd ; while 
Falſhood gets into Credit, and Guilt is not only diſ- 
charg d, but comes of with Applauſe. Now, 


3 
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Now, whoever has the hard Lot to ſuſſer in ſuch | 
a Caſe (if he has no further Appeal upon Earth) muſt 
be content with the preſent Determination, and ſuh. 
mit to the Sentence, without Reviling the Magiſtrate, | 
or Reflecting upon the Laws. 4 
2. He may rightly infer, that the Supreme Gover. 
nour of the World will certainly make Amends for | 
theſe Deficiences, by his full and unerring Judgment, 
That, as His Knowledge is Univerſal, fo is ras Nolte | 
Inflexible : That theretore, He is fully Qualified to do 
Right to All. That, however Things are carried on, 
with a ſeeming Inequality, Here; they ſhall be ad- 
juſted at a future Tribunal; Where God will give an 
Everlaſting, Reward to the Righteous, and render Eternal 
Vengeance to His Adverſaries, 

He may comfort himſelf with this Conſideration, 
That Men's Judgment is not the final Iſſue, by which 
he is to Stand, or Fall. That, as there is a Higher] 
Court, Whither his Tryal is adjourn'd, and Where, 
his Cauſe ſhall have another Hearing; ſo There, can 
be no ſuch thing, as Colluſion, or Falſhood : Every 
Diſguiſe will be pull'd off, and all Things appear in 
their proper Colours: Not one Evaſiou be left to the 

_ Cloſeſt Hypocriſy, nor the leaſt Reward be detaind 
from the moſt obſcure Innocence. That oppreſsd 
Virtue ſhall be brought forth, as the Light, and be If. 
made apparent, 4s the Noon-day : And, that the moi. c. 
ſucceſsful Villainy ſhall be expos'd to the Scorn of thai br t 
great Aſſembly ; and every triumphant Wickedneß ent 
he ſent to everlaſting Confuſion. „ Solid. 
With ſuch Thoughts, the injur'd, good Man fup: * 

ports his Mind, amidſt the greateſt Hardſhips. rent 

Not that «his Satisfadion reſults meerly from the et hi. 

contemplation of Vengeance to be inflited upon Wer, 

Enemies. Nay, he cannot, with Complacency, egg 

the Miſeries, which ſometimes befall them, even bung! 

this Life, any further, than as they tend to ſtop fal . 
Progreſs of their Violence, and to prevent — 2 


Wl : 
manr 
injur. 
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portable Puniſhment in another World. Much 
es then can he take delight in the Proſpect of their 
ternal Ruin (That were inhumane and deviliſh) the 
ſery Apprehenſions of which, muſt ſtrike his Soul 
with Horror, and ſend him to the Throne of Grace, 
gith Prayers in their behalf, that God would give 
them Repentance, and avert thoſe Judgments, which 
itherwiſe, by their Impenitence and Stubborneſs, they 
rreaſure up to themſelves, againſt the Day of Wrath. 
All his Comfort ariſes from this Conſideration ; 
That God will take the Matter into his own Hand; 
by his infallible Judgment, ſupply the Defects of Hu- 
man Laws; Help them to Right, that have ſuffer d 
ng; and reward their patient Sufferings with an 
ite and eternal weight of Glory. OE Wis”: 

How excellent then is that Counſel of the Wiſe 
Man (Prov. xx. 22. Say not thou, I will recompence 
Evil : but wait on the Lord, and He ſhall ſave thee, 
On the other hand, let the proſperous Oppreſſor 
bmetimes entertain his Mind with the ſame Thoughts: 
That, tho? perhaps he may paſs. through this World, 
with Reputation, and Succeſs ; the God of Vengeance 
WI aſſuredly meet with him in the next, and, in due 
manner, recompenſe the Guilt, and Demerit of every 
nurious Act. And, DEED OS C 

If any one be ſo Blind and Daring, as to wade thro? 
4 Sea of Blood, and to make Shipwrdck of Conſcience, 
br the Vindication of his /uppos*d Honour, let him 
conſider, that He takes abundance of Pains to loſe the 
vid, Eternal, Glories of God, for the empty Praiſes 
Io! a few, vain Men; Praiſes, which live but a mo- 
nent in the Air, and expire in their own Sound. And 
kt him alſo expect, that tho' the Laws of Men may be 
prinaded to comply with his Quality, and their Courts 
0 reſpe him, as a Gentleman; yet, at the laſt Tri- 
bal, which knows no other, but ſtri& and impar- 
tal Juſtice, He will be rang d among the moſt a- 
baus Sinners, and be treated as a Murderert | . b 

5 Ba 
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In ſhort, let every Injurious, and Blood-thirſty 
Wretch, and indeed, all the proud Sons of Violencœ 
conſider, that, while they meditate Revenge, and 
would be glad to carry their ſpiteful Power wir 
them, beyond the Grave, their Life, in the mean 
time, vaniſhes like a Vapour, and Death, like an Armed 
Man, advances, every moment, towards them. Thar 
as ſoon as the fatal Blow is ſtruct, they drop into 5 
lence, and ceaſe from Troubling, Fob. iii. 17. 

But then, let them conſider withal, that they muſt 
riſe again to Judgment. That their malicious Diſpo 
ſition (at leaſt the Guilt of it) will inſeparably attend 
their better part, and force them down to the miſe 
"Table Society of Evil Spirits, whom they. ſo near] 
reſemble, already, in their unhappy Temper. 

Wherefore, how admirable, how important is tha 
Advice Ecclus xxviii. 6, 7.) Remember thy End, an- 
let Enmity ceaſe. Remember Corruption, and Death; 
and abide in the Commandments, Remember the Con- 
mandments, and bear no Malice to thy Neighbour. 


And may the Grace of God ſo far prevail over ou 
- ſinful Paſſions, that, Purring away from us, all Bit 
terneſs, Wrath, Anger, Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaks 
ing, with all Malice, We may be Kind one to ano 
ther, Tenaer-hearted, Forgiving one another, evt 
Goa, for. Chriſt's ſake, nath forgiven us. 
FEES 8 9 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Sermon Preach'd at the Aſlizes held at T auntol 
March the 25th 1712 ; Before Mr. Baron 5s 
Aud Mr. Juſtice Eyre. By John Potter, M. A. Vi 
ot Cloford in Somerſetſhire. Publiſh'd at the Reque 
of the High-Sheriff, and the Gentlemen ot the Urau 


Jury. 


